
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Another eventful year for news and 

the never-ending debate on 
the role of the media. 

 
 
The 2005 Society of Editors’ annual conference will 
provide a forum for debate, reflection and a spot of 
soothsaying for those who really care and who can 
influence the future of the news industry. 
 
Editors from print, broadcast and new media will 
review their activities and roles with media lawyers, 
politicians, police and the judiciary. 
 
Each year the conference provides an unrivalled, 
valued and entertaining platform for open discussion 
and this year in particular provides an opportunity for 
the media to look at its collective image and 
influence. 
 
After changing shape, what else can papers do to 
shore up readership? How is content being refined? 
How can they make the most of opportunities thrown 
up by the broadband revolution? Can print and 
broadcast work together? Does the media undermine 
politics? All of this without mentioning the war!  
 
 
The conference is open to both society members and 
non-members.   
 
Delegates are welcome from all sectors who work with 
the media or who care for the freedom of the media, the 
wider public right to free expression and the right to know 
what is done in their name and with their money.  
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PROGRAMME 
 
 

Sunday 16 October 
 

 

        
 
4.00 pm  
Welcome and registration at  
Low Wood Hotel, Windermere 
Four star hotel with leisure club and water sports centre 
on the shores of Lake Windermere offering a choice of 
restaurants and bars, a Leisure Club, Beauty Salon and 
Water Sports Centre together with a superb lawned 
shoreline and one of the finest views across Lake 
Windermere. 
 
 
6.15 pm   
Opening Reception at the 
Low Wood Hotel, Windermere 
 
 
7.00 pm   
The Society of Editors’ Lecture 
Les Hinton, Executive Chairman,  
News International 
                     In partnership with British Nuclear Group 
 
   
8.30 pm            
Supper served in Hotel  
– with entertainment to follow 
 
 
10.00 pm   
Late bar at Low Wood Hotel,  
taxis to all hotels 

 

Monday 17 October 
 
9.00 am   Setting the scene 
Keith Sutton, President, Society of Editors,  
Editorial Director, CN Group 
 
9.15 am   
Session 1 – Wake up to a new world 
Richard Scase, Futurologist              
 
10.30 am  
Session 2 – Size isn’t everything 
What has worked, is working, may work and what has failed in 
recent months. The session will focus on the lessons that each 
newspaper sector can learn from the others. 
 
12.00 pm   
Session 3 – Enticing new trainees 
Launching a new journalism fund promoting diversity in the  
newsroom. 
 
12.30 pm   Buffet lunch 
 
2.00 pm   
Session 4 – Read it, watch it, hear it, surf it 
A session to look afresh at the modern media world. Interactivity 
– internet broadband - digital broadcast – online advertising – 
video, and multimedia content : how can it all work for 
established media outlet? Should we forget publishers and 
broadcasters and think multi-media companies? 
 
3.00 pm 
Session 5 – Politicians don’t need us  
to give them a bad name. 
Is it really the media that undermines politics? The 2005 general 
election shows it was not the media that keeps the public away 
from the polls and it was not the media that wanted to fight dirty 
 
4.00 pm  
Session 6 – Freedom of Information – is it 
working? 
How has it worked in reality and how has the public used and 
interpreted the act.  Is the media finding the stories that people 
want?                        In partnership with Foot Anstey Sargent. 
 
4.45 pm  
Session 7 – The public need to know 
Terrorism emphasises the public’s right to know. 
 
5.30 pm   
Society of Editors’ AGM           

 



 
 

 
 

 
PROGRAMME 
 
 

Monday 17 October 
 

 
7. 30 pm     
Reception at Low Wood Hotel 
                   In partnership with Cumbrian News Group 
 
 
8.00 pm                                           Black Tie 
Gala Annual Dinner  
At Low Wood Hotel 
Guest speaker: Melvyn Bragg  
                                            In partnership with NWDA 
 
 
11.00 pm    
Late bar at Low Wood Hotel 
Taxis to other hotels 
 
 

 

Tuesday 18 October 
 

 
9.00 am   
Breakfast Seminar  
in the Conference room at Low Wood Hotel 

     
9.30 am 
What makes a good editor? 
A lively debate among those who can provide the 
answers – because they have been there.           
 
10.30 am         
New President’s inaugural address  
 
11.00 am 
Conference Close 
 

 
CONFERENCE ENTERTAINMENT  
AND EVENTS 
 
This year’s conference is being held against 
the delightful backdrop of Lake Windermere. 
 
We envisage that some people may like to 
make a weekend of the event and to bring their 
family. 
 
From Saturday to Tuesday there will be 
various excursions and events to amuse both 
delegates and tourists.  
 
 

 
CONFERENCE HOTELS 
 
 
The majority of conference activities will take place 
in the Low Wood Hotel.  However we have also 
reserved rooms in other local hotels in order to be 
able to offer delegates a choice of atmosphere and a 
quieter, more child orientated or more luxurious 
setting. 
 
Accommodation is available at: 
The Low Wood Hotel  www.elh.co.uk/hotels/lowwood
The Waterhead Hotel  
www.elh.co.uk/hotels/waterhead 
 
Please either state your preference on your 
booking form or contact the SoE conference 
office to discuss which hotel may best suit your 
needs. 
 
Tel: 01223 304080 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

BOOKING FORM                       All prices include VAT       Delegate Fee        Partner Fee 
Full Conference*( Sunday , Monday and Tuesday inc. 2 nights 
accommodation and all meals) 

A.  650.00 AP.  250.00  

Full Conference* plus Friday and Saturday nights accommodation  B.  770.00  BP.  330.00  
Full Conference* plus Saturday accommodation  C.  710.00  CP.  290.00  
Conference - exc. Sunday  (Monday and Tuesday sessions, Gala dinner 
and Mon. accommodation)  

D.  500.00  DP.  200.00  

Monday Day Conference sessions only ( No accommodation or Gala 
Dinner) 

E.  150.00   

Gala dinner plus Mon accommodation ( No conference sessions) F.  170.00  FP.  130.00  
Gala Dinner only  G.  65.00  GP.  65.00  
Table for Gala dinner (10 places)  H.  600.00  
Delegate Details Payment Details 
N.B. Please use one form per delegate. 
Delegate's Title:           First Name: 
 
 

 

Total payment to be made inc. VAT:  £  
Minus Discount (applies to packages A, B and C) 
(£50 if SoE member)                              
Please select payment method below. 

Surname: Cheque: 
To be made payable to: Society of Editors 

Job Title: 
 
Organisation: 
 

Or BACS: 
To: Society of Editors  
HSBC 40-45-50  
Acc No: 312200389       Reference: Conf/your name 

Publication / programme (if appropriate): 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
Email: 

Or Invoice my organisation 
 
Purchase Order Ref.  
 
Address (if different): 
 
 
FAO:      

 
Tel: 
 
Mobile: 

Or, Credit Card   
 

MasterCard        Visa       Switch        Delta  
 

Card Number:                                                 
Expiry date:                                    
Switch issue no:                               

Partners details (if attending) circle package D below: 
First Name: 
Surname: 
 
Organisation:  

Return this form to:                
The Society of Editors, University Centre

Mill Lane, Cambridge, CB2 1RU
Telephone: 01223 304080 

Email:conference@societyofeditors.org
  

Package(s) required:  
 
You:                                     Your Partner:                     
(Insert package letter i.e. A)      (Insert package letter i.e. AP) 

Special requirements: 
Vegan diet  (  )               Vegetarian Diet (  )   
Other (  ) Please specify 

Any other comments / notes you would like to 
bring to our attention: e.g. double / twin / extra nights 
accommodation., special needs., preferred hotel, children 
accompanying. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that some requests may incur a surcharge. 

       
Notes:  ● The conference programme is subject to alteration 

● Places are limited and allocated on a first come, first served basis    
● Completion of this form cannot guarantee confirmation 
● Prices quoted are for accommodation at Low Wood and Waterhead Hotels 


